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Panel Backs Bush |

‘fFor C.l.A.asFord |
-Bars Politicql_ Bid}

y NICHOLAS M. HORROCK !
- Szecial 10 The New Yoik Times i
L WASHINGTON, Dec. 18—Thef'

Senate Armed Services Com-
mittea voied today to approvef

‘the nominatiod of George Bush
as Director of Central Intel-
ligence, after President Ford}
ruled out the 5i-year-old for-i
mer member .of Congress asy

“a possible “running mate in
1976. . - Co
. The committee’s 12-to-4 ap-
proval of Mr. Bush presumably
assures his confirmation by the
full Senate early next year,
‘but several senior Congression-,

Yy

R ] VLT

rAS

Lucost” to President Ford was’
Cexcessive.”. -

‘consideration as -2 runnin-g!
‘mate, Mr. Ford reversed a posi-
ition taken last November dur-
ing an appearance on the tele-

Press.” At that time the Pres—
ident said he would not rule
out Mr. Bush because “I don'_t
think people with talents, indi-
viduals with capabilities and

3

‘a record ought to be e§clu§a§;

' !,fro'm any further public. ser-
vice.”

: 'Mr. Bush said today that he
had not contzmplated his fu-
ture bevond service in the
C.LA. Since it was President
Ford ruling out Mr. Bush as
2 ruaning mate in 1976, rather
than Mr. Bush making a pledge
net to tun, Mr. Bush prasuma-
biy would be free to accept a
Vice-Presidential - nomination
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Democrat. _But there is no
serious suggestion that one Wil
be! ofiered.

M- TFord’s action today,
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gotiing  the nomination four
votes in the Armed Services
Cormmitiee and thus permitting
it to be reported to the Senats
iflsor with the committee’s rac;
,mmendations. - N

c':T‘S.e::a.:;or Frank Church, De-
mocrat of Idaho, who is chair-
mzn of the Senate. Select Com-
mitiez on Intellizence and a
leading opponent of Mr. Bush’s
comination, said that thou.gh
ha yomd vote against coniire
imanon, he would not lead a
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al sources said that the political--.. .

E In ruling out Mr. Bush from;

vision panel show “Meet the

from any other Pepublican ory

howsevar, was credited with]

floor fight to hait the appoint-
dment. ... e

NEW YORK TIMES
19 Decembier. \ANS

I %ir. Bush said in an interview
that he hoped the President's
action would remove ‘“legiti-
mate doubts of his willingness
to concentrate on the intel-
ligence post. He said he had
“urzed and supported” Mr.
Ford’s decision to take. him
dout of the running. “I- have
no worries about my own fu-
ture,” he said, N

Mr. Bush. said he hoped that
the full Senate could consider
the matter before the Christ-
mas recess, but that several
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Senators had told him that it

was clear his appcintment and. .

several others would be held
‘over until January. | : .

Letter to Steanis .’

?l . From-the moment Mr. Bush
"lwas nominated in November
Jto head the C.ILA., White House
#strategists - have known that
he faced stiff opposition from
Democrats who believed his
political background was unsui-
table for the position. -
: But when the committee’s
public hearings on the nomina-
tion opened Monday, the oppo-
sition among Democrats to Mr.
Bush seemad, one source said,
“manageable,” in the sense that
the White House “had the voiss
to win in committee and on
the flcor.” i
By late Tuesdav, however,
.the White House had lezrnad
that seven, and possibly eizgnt,
of the committee members
would vote against Mrc. Bush.
The nomninze met with Mr. Ford
several times Wednesday for
a tota! of about an hour and
a half, It was the advice of
White House strategists at
those meesings thut if Mr, Bush

tor without a massive batile
and long delay in 1476, -hep

must bz willing to give up
hopes of bzcoming Mr. Ford's}
running mate. .
Senator Henry M. Jackson,
Demecrat of Washington, who
is a committee member, hz:d
given the President a re!ativg!y
graceful opening to deai witj
‘tae situation thz day bzlore
when he suggested that al-
though Mr. Bush might not
want to give up his ‘right”
to run for the Vice-Presidency,
Mr. Ford could simply rule him
put. By 7 P yesterday, tne
decison had bzea made and
Mr. Ford drafied a lstler to

Johr C. Stannis, the Mississippi
Democrat who is charrman of
the committes, | ... L...a&
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“““Ambassador Bush and -1
agree that the natien's imme-
diate foreign inieiligence neads
must take precedence over otn-
er considerations and there
should be continuity in the
C1.A. leadershin,” Mr. Ford's

_(letter said in part. “Therefore

if Ambassador Busa is con-
ifirmed. by tha Senate as Direc-
'tor of Central Iatzlligence, T
wills not consider him as my
_Vice-Presidential running mate
in 19767 oo ‘
. ‘The committee met shortly:
before 10 AM. and debated
some 45 minrutes in closed ses-
sion. It voted in public session
and the President’s letter was
given to the press. )

- The core of objection to Mr.
Bush has been that his partisan
political  backzround mizat
‘create conflict of interest prob-
lems for a Director-of Central
Intelligence. And  a possible
Vice - Presidential candidacy
raised- the question that Mr.
‘Bush - might leave the C.IA.
in so short a time that his
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'lservice would bs, as Senator

Jackson put jt, “merely tran-
lsxent.” . o
Responsible Republican Con-
_pressional sources believe that
the White House mad: a.
- “strategy error” in sendingz up!
Mr. Bush’s name without being
*immediately willing to forzet
the Vice-Presidential matter”
and that it hurts the President’s
credibility on Capitol Hill when
he has to reverse his position
completely to gzt his nominze
through. :

If confirmed, Mr. Bush will
be a departure from thez kind
of men chosen io head the
;C.LLA. in the past. He will be
*the first director wita a strong-
1y partisan palitical background
since the agency was formad
in 1947, - e

In addition to having served -
as a member of Congress from
Texas, Mr. Bush was chairman
of the Republican Naticnal
Committes and Urited Staies
bassador to the Urit2d Nations
before Mr. Ford sent him to
thz People’s Republic of China
as chief of the Unitad Stat’es|-
Liaison Office, - v
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